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SUSTAIN    THE    GOVERNMENT  !- STAND 
BY  THE    PRESIDENT! 


Headquarters  Republican  State  Committee,  } 
Boston,  October  14,  1862.  j 

To  the  Loyal  Men  of  Massachusetts : 

The  Republican  State  Committee  deem  it  their  duty  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  existing  state  of  political 
affairs. 

We  make  no  apology  for  introducing  this  subject.  "Whatever  may  be 
thought  of  the  possibility  or  expediency  of  abandoning  all  old  political 
organizations  in  view  of  the  dangerous  condition  of  the  country,  it  is 
certain  that  the  Republican  party  has  fairly  tried  the  experiment,  and  is 
in  no  way  responsible  for  its  failure. 

Their  Convention  in  1861  nominated  for  Lieutenant  Governor  a  lead- 
ing member  of  the  Constitutional  Union  Party,  and  for  Attorney-General 
a  prominent  Democrat.  An  attempt  was  thus  made  towards  a  union  of 
parties  on  the  sole  basis  of  support  of  the  Government.  For  reasons 
doubtless  satisfactory  to  themselves  and  to  their  political  friends,  the 
gentlemen  we  have  referred  to  declined  these  nominations. 

An  attempt  was  afterwards  made  to  break  down  party  lines  in  the 
election  of  members  of  the  Legislature,  and  many  gentlemen  opposed  to 
the  Republicans  were  chosen  to  the  Senate  and  House  by  Republican 
votes.  The  gentleman  who  has  been  put  in  nomination  for  Lieutenant 
Governor  by  the  opposition  party  was  chosen  to  the  Senate  by  Republi- 
cans, and  is  a  standing  denial,  in  his  own  person,  of  the  charge  of  par- 
tisanship brought  by  his  political  friends  against  them. 


Tbe  absolute  and  positive  rejection,  by  the  opposition,  of  the  terms  of 
conciliation  held  out  to  them,  prevented  any  general  union  in  1861.  The 
Democratic  party  made  its  nominations,  and  supported  them  at  the  polls, 
and  many  of  the  supporters  of  Mr.  Bell  voted  the  Democratic  ticket. 
This  policy  was  immediately  seen  to  be  in  harmony  with  that  agreed  on 
in  the  other  States.  The  Democratic  party  has  never  for  a  day,  since 
the  war  broke  out,  yielded  up  its  organization  or  its  purpose  to  control  or 
break  down  the  Administration  whose  election  it  failed  successfully  to 
resist.  The  circumstances  of  the  country,  however  alarming  and  critical, 
have  never  been  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  design  to  surround  President 
Lincoln  with  a  hostile  Congress  in  1863,  and  to  resume  political  power 
in  1865.  So  clear  and  well-defined  has  been  this  purpose,  that  hundreds 
and  thousands  of  the  best  Democrats  in  the  country  have  seen  no  method 
of  sustaining  the  Government  and  encouraging  the  President  except 
by  abandoning  their  old  political  friends  and  acting  with  the  Repub- 
licans. 

The  policy  of  1861  has  been  continued  in  1862.  Whatever  progress 
has  been  made  in  the  direction  of  a  union  of  men  of  differing  political 
opinions,  has  been  made  by  the  Republicans,  and  in  spite  of  the  opposition 
of  the  Democrats  ;  and  so  it  will  be  to  the  end.  It  is  obviously  impossi- 
ble to  proceed  further  in  this  direction  until  the  Democratic  party  becomes 
convinced  by  the  steadiness  and  patriotism  of  the  people  that  it  cannot 
succeed  in  again  obtaining  control  of  the  country,  and  compelling  a  peace 
with  that  large  and  influential  body  of  its  supporters  who  are  now  in 
rebellion,  and  whose  aid  they  desire  to  have  in  future  elections,  that  they 
may  again  fasten  upon  the  people  the  yoke  of  a  tyrannous  slave-holding 
oligarchy.  The  people  must  come  up  to  the  support  of  the  President  against 
an  audacious  attempt  to  compel,  his  administration  to  make  a  disgraceful 
peace.  The  Republicans  who  elected  Mr.  Lincoln  must  sustain  him  ;  and 
men  of  other  parties  who  are  not  prepared  for  an  ignominious  compromise 
with  treason  must  lend  a  helping  hand.  We  believe  that  the  successful 
prosecution  of  the  war  and  the  restoration  of  peace  and  order  depend  not 
upon  the  restoration  of  the  Democratic  party  under  its  old  name  or  a  new 
one,  but  on  the  substantial  continuance  of  confidence  and  support  to  the 
men  who  are  now  at  the  helm.  At  any  rate,  while  the  Democratic  party 
throughout  the  country  remains  whole  and  avows  its  purpose  to  put  down 
and  put  out  the  Administration,  the  Republican  party  cannot  consent  to 
stand  on  one  side  and  allow  the  plot  to  succeed.  Party  ought  to  be  sacri- 
ficed if  the  interests  of  the  country  can  thereby  be  subserved ;  but  duty 


to  the  country,  no  less  than  fidelity  to  party,  forbid  a  pusillanimous  w'th- 
drawal  from  the  field  while  the  Administration  of  our  choice  is  menaced 
with  an  opposition  based  on  a  contemplated  betrayal  of  the  best  interests 
of  the  country. 

Especially  at  this  moment  would  such  withdrawal  and  neglect  of  duty 
be  cowardly  and  hazardous.  Congress  at  its  last  session  passed  a  Confis- 
cation and  Emancipation  bill,  which  President  Lincoln  has  by  his  recent 
Proclamation  instructed  all  persons  concerned  to  observe  and  enforce. 
He  has  also  decreed  the  emancipation  of  all  slaves  in  States  and  parts  of 
States  which  shall  on  the  1st  of  January  prove  to  be  in  rebellion.  He 
has  taken  these  steps  in  obedience  to  no  duress  or  pressure  whatsoever, 
either  from  Kentucky  or  Massachusetts,  from  loyal  slaveholders  or  aboli- 
tionists, but  in  the  exercise  of  his  own  cool  and  deliberate  judgment,  and 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  saving  the  Government  and  the  Constitution  which 
he  has  sworn  to  support.  These,  measures  present  a  touchstone  of  uncon- 
ditional loyalty  such  as  the  country  has  not  before  seen.  It  is  com- 
paratively easy  for  men  to  support  military  movements  and  military  chiefs, 
and  yield  obedience  to  the  laws  necessary  to  carry  on  the  ordinary- 
operations  of  war.  But  it  is  a  trying  test  when  ideas  are  adopted  which 
clash  with  old  political  prejudices  or  recently  expressed  legal  opinions, 
or  give  gratification  to  hated  political  opponents. 

Thus  we  see  that,  while  the  Republicans  have  never  failed  to  give  a 
hearty  and  vigorous  support  to  the  President,  the  Democratic  party, 
standing  ready  for  instant  action  against  its  old  opponents,  seizes  the 
Proclamation  as  an  occasion  for  rallying  all  its  own  forces,  and  all  other 
men  who  can  be  induced  to  agree  with  it;  or  act  with  it,  in  one  strong 
and  united  effort  to  carry  the  elections  and  surround  the  President  with 
a  hostile  Congress. 

In  Massachusetts  this  factious  and  unpatriotic  effort  takes  a  little 
different  shape  from  that  which  it  takes  in  some  other  States.  A 
"People's  Convention,"  so  called,  is  held  in  Boston,  and  makes  up  a 
State  ticket  which  is  adopted  by  the  Democratic  Convention,  conveniently 
meeting  a  day  afterward.  The  movement  is  thus  made  a  unit,  and  must 
be  treated  as  a  unit. 

If  it  were  necessary  for  evidence  of  this  to  go  beyond  the  fact  that  both 
Conventions  nominated  the  same  candidates,  the  fact  that  a  considerable 
number  of  influential  men  were  members  of  both  bodies,  and  that  in  the 
Democratic  Convention  some  of  them  explicitly  stated  that  the  "  People's 
Convention"  was  originated,  or  managed,  or  influenced  by  Democrats, 


would  be  sufficient.  The  two  parties  then  are  one  in  support  of  one 
ticket  for  State  officers  and  in  an  attempt  to  control  the  Legislature  so 
that  an  opponent  of  the  Administration  may  be  chosen  to  the  U.  S.  Senate 
in  place  of  Mr.  Sumner. 

It  is  frequently  said  that  the  opposition  to  the  Republican  party,  espe- 
cially to  Gov.  Andrew  and  Mr.  Sumner,  is  personal,  and  does  not  affect 
the  patriotic  purposes  of  those  engaged  in  it.  To  a  certain  extent  this  is 
true.  Judging  from  the  speeches  made  in  what  was  called  the  "  People's 
Convention,"  and  the  extraordinary  but  abortive  measures  taken 
by  the  leading  actors  in  that  body  to  convict  Gov.  Andrew  of  improper 
if  not  treasonable  action  at  Altoona,  it  would  seem  probable  that  personal 
animosity  is  at  the  bottom  of  that  movement.  But  this  movement,  so 
far  as  it  is  disconnected  from  the  Democratic  party,  is  local  and  tem- 
porary, and  those  gentlemen  of  the  Democratic  Convention  who  ex- 
pressed so  sanguine  an  expectation  that  the  leaders  of  the  "People's'7 
party  would  before  long  be  found  acting  harmoniou sly  with  the  Demo- 
crats, only  expressed"  an  opinion  based'  'upoBT  ft  UTitversaTlaw  of  parties.* 
The  Opposition,  as  a  whole,  is  the  old  pro-slavery  Democratic  party ; 
its  purpose  is  reactionary;  its  leaders  are  the  men  under  whose  rule  the 
country  has  been  already  betrayed  and  well-nigh  destroyed ;  and  these 
leaders  must  give  the  law  to  the  whole  party. 

We  stop  not  therefore  to  scan  closely  the  resolutions  of  the  Faneuil 
Hall  Convention.  They  are  in  harmony,  as  a  general  thing,  with  those 
adopted  by  the  elder  and  more  powerful  branch  of  the  Coalition,  and 
where  they  differ  they  must  be  regarded  as  subordinate  and  unimportant. 
The  purposes  of  the  combined  opposition  are  precisely  what  we  have 
stated.  As  proof  we  adduce  the  following  resolutions  adopted  at 
Worcester  :  — 

Resolved,  That  we  are  opposed  to  the  doctrines  of  secession  and  aboli- 
tion, both  of  which  tend  directly  and  surely  to  the  destruction  of  the  Re- 
public, and  that  there  can  be  no  permanent  union  or  confederacy  of  inde- 
pendent States  where  the  right  of  secession  is  admitted,  or  where  any 
State,  by  a  claim  of  "higher  law,"  usurps  the  right  to  disregard  the 
Constitution  or  bond  of  Union  by  which  such  States  are  united. 

Resolved,  That  we  deeply  regret  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  at  this  time,  forgetful  of  his  obligations  to  the  whole  country  as 
the  constitutional  head  of  the  Government,  and  yielding  to  unwise  coun- 
sels, should  have  declared  in  his  proclamation  of  September  22,  1862,  his 
determination  to  adopt  hereafter,  in  the  prosecution  of  our  deplorable 
civil  war,  the  policy  of  a  party  which  the  House  of  Representatives,  by 


the  resolution  of  February  11,  1861,  unanimously  declared  to  be  too 
"insignificant  in  numbers  and  influence  to  excite  the  serious  attention  or 
alarm  of  any  portion  of  the  people  of  the  Republic." 

Resolved,  That  in  the  name  of  civilized  humanity,  we  respectfully  buu, 
earnestly  protest  against  the  emancipation  proclamation  of  the  President  o" 
the  United  States,  both  on  the  ground  of  its  unconstitutionality  and  inex- 
pediency, and  unjustifiable  on  the  ground  of  military  necessity,  as  it  is 
prospective,  not  immediate  in  its  action,  and  we  accept  as  conclusive  rea- 
sons against  it  the  unanswerable  arguments  of  the  President  himself  to 
the  self-constituted  Chicago  delegation :  that  it  deprives  the  noble  Union 
men  in  the  rebellious  States,  alike  with  the  most  guilt; ,  of  their  property ; 
that  if  inoperative,  it  will  bring  down  upon  us  the  scorn  of  the  world,  and 
if  capable  of  practical  execution  it  must  prod  ace  a  war  of  races  in  which 
all  alike,  the  innocence  of  woman  and  the  helplessness  of  childhood,  must 
suffer  with  the  guilty,  and  which  must  sooner  or  later  end  in  the  extinc- 
tion of  the  negro  race  in  the  Southern  States. 

Resolved,  That  in  order  to  prevent  said  deplorable  results,  we  feel  it 
incumbent  upon  us  to  use  all  honorable  efforts  to  surround  the  President 
with  sound,  safe,  and  wise  counsellors,  and  to  send  to  Congress  from  this 
ComjaanjMaealtJi  statesmen  whose  standards  loyalty  is  neither  above  the 
Constitution  nor  in  conflict  with  it. 

The  people  of  Massachusetts,  who  gave  a  hundred  thousand  votes  for 
Abraham  Lincoln  in  1860,  who  elected  members  of  Congress  to  support 
him  and  his  policy,  and  who  have  never  swerved  from  their  determination 
to  trust  and  sustain  him,  will  surely  find  some  other  way  of  manifesting 
their  loyalty  and  good-will  than  by  sustaining  an  organization  which,  by 
itself  or  by  any  of  its  allies,  can  find  no  better  language  than  this  in 
which  to  express  its  opinion  of  governmental  affairs. 

They  mean  to  support  the  President  throughout,  from  the  beginning  to 
the  end,  alike  whether  he  goes  too  fast  or  too  slow  for  them.  They  see  in 
the  Government  their  only  protection  against  the  subversion  of  liberty  by 
insurrection  or  anarchy,  and  they  will  stand  by  it_  Least  of  all  will  they 
consent  to  the  success  of  a  movement  the  leaders  of  which  denounce  the 
President  as  guilty,  in  one  of  his  most  important  acts,  of  violating  the 
Constitution,  and  express  their  deliberate  purpose  to  "  surround"  him 
with  men  who  will  seek  not  to  sustain  and  encouiage  him,  but  to  criticise, 
condemn  and  impeach  him. 

If  the  men  who  adopted  these  resolves  mean  what  they  say,  and  if  they 
succeed  in  New  England,  the  Middle  States,  and  the  West,  in  carrying 
the  elections,  the  impeachment  of  the  President  would  be  the  necessary 
and  inevitable  consequence.      And  another  consequence  would  just  as 
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inevitably  accompany  it :  we  mean  a  compromise  with  rebellion  and  a  sur- 
render to  rebels.  This  purpose  is  no  longer  disguised  by  the  Democratic 
leaders  even  in  Massachusetts. 

General  James  S.  Whitney,  late  Collector  of  the  port  of  Boston,  who 
made  the  principal  speech  at  the  Democratic  Convention  in  Worcester, 
said  :  "We  shall  invite  a  compromise  ;  we  shall  invite  our  brothers'  to  sit 
down  and  talk  over  this  quarrel  with  us ;  we  shall  ask  them  to  look  back 
to  the  glorious  free  States  of  the  North,  and  say  if  the  old  Democracy 
have  ever  intended  aught  of  infringement  upon  the  rights  of  the  co- 
equal sovereignties  of  the  South.' "  And  much  more  to  the  same  effect. 
We  are  not  quite  ready  to  believe  that  this  cry  of  Democratic  leaders  for 
amnesty  and  pardon  will  meet  with  any  general  response  from  even  the 
masses  of  the  party. 

We  have  thus  exhibited  the  spirit  and  purpose  of  the  movement  against 
Gov.  Andrew  and  Mr.  Sumner  in  this  State.  It  is  not  only  a  unit  in 
itself,  but  is  a  unit  with  the  Democratic  movements  in  New  York,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  the  West.  We  do  not  impugn  the  loyalty  of  any  man  ;  but 
we  assert,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  wherever  a  disloyal  man 
exists  in  this  country,  whether  in  the  North  or  the  South,  the  East  or  the 
West,  he  desires  the  success  of  the  Democratic  party  and  its  allies,  and 
the  defeat  of  the  Republicans.  And  if  the  movement  succeeds,  the 
President  must  succumb  to  the  rebellion,  and  consent  to  a  disgraceful 
compromise  and  surrender,  or  be  prepared  to  contend  for  existence  with 
a  powerful  party  in  Congress,  stimulated  by  ancient  hatreds  and  recent 
disappointments  to  any  extreme  of  political  opposition. 

We  call  upon  the  loyal  people  of  the  Commonwealth  to  resist  this 
attempt  to  array  Massachusetts  against  the  Government.  .  If  it  is  success- 
ful there  can  be  only  one  result,  and  that  is  disaster  and  disgrace.  The 
hopes  and  prayers  of_  all  true  patiiots  go  with  Abraham  Lincoln  in  his 
attempt  to  put  down  thjg_gigantic  revolt.  The. country  is  now  in  the  very 
crisis  of  its  fate.  With  perseverance,  and  firmness,  and  energy,  the 
Government  must  triumph.  But  it  must  be  inspired  with  courage,  and 
not  disheartened  by  petty  criticisms  and  unreasoning  opposition.  The 
people  must  rally  to  its  support,  and  to  the  support  of  the  men  who 
are  the  truest  and  ablest  in  its  defence.  We  are  within  three  weeks 
of  the  election.  The  time  is  long  enough  if  well  occupied.  Let  every 
man  see  to  it  that  by  no  negligence  of  his  at  the  primary  meetings, 
or  at  the  polls,  does  an  insidious,  and  unpatriotic,  and  factious  op- 
position obtain  an  opportunity  to  cry  "Peace,"    and    "Compromise," 


and  so  betray  the  country  again  into  the  hands  of  the  deadly  enemies 
of  Liberty. 

By  vote  of  the  Republican  State  Committee. 

WILLIAM    CLAFLIN,  Chairman. 
STEPHEN  N.    STOCKWELL,  Secretary. 
JAMES   W.    STONE,    Treasurer 


SIMEON  BUTTERFIELD, 
EDWARD  BROWX, 
GEORGE  A.    SHAW, 
WILLIAM  BRIGHAM, 
EDWIN  WALDEN, 
J.   VINCENT      ROWNE, 
GEORGE  W.   CHASE, 
A.   L.   BAILEY, 
TIMOTHY  DAVIS, 
PHINEAS  J.    STONE, 
J.   M.    S.   WILLIAMS, 
FRANCIS   BRINLEY, 
THOMAS   TALBOT, 
F.  H.  NOURSE, 
ALONZO  BANCROFT, 
AD  IN  THAYER, 
FRED.   D.   BROWN, 
A.   C.  MAYHEW, 
DAVID   H.   MERRIAM, 


JONA.   D.   WHEELER, 
ELDPHALET   TRASK, 
W.   B.   C.  PEARSONS, 
HENRY  L.  JAMES, 
WM.  B.  WASHBURN, 
H.  A.   MARSH, 
E.   R.   TINKER, 
ORLO  BURT, 
GEORGE  FROST, 
SETH  MANN,  2d, 
FRANCIS   W.   BIRD, 
CHESTER  I.   READ, 
ROBERT   C.  PITMAN, 
WALTER    C.   DURFEE, 
J.   Q.  A.  LOTHROP, 
HORACE   SCOTT, 
F.    C.   ADAMS, 
SAMUEL  OSBORN,  Jr., 
CHARLES  F.   SWTFT. 
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